From,
Dr. Christopher Lepczyk and Dr. Jean Fantle-Lepczyk 
College of Forestry, Wildlife and Environment
Auburn University. 
Email: cal0044@auburn.edu
 jdenney@bertelkamp.com

To, 
Tuscany Hills HOA members and Neighbors, 
Sub: Tuscany Hills Yard Biodiversity Study Project
Dr. Christopher Research group is interested in yard biodiversity project. This project is brand new in the summer of 2026, and as part of the initial work interested in surveying Auburn yards for several types of mammals and birds, as well as possibly ants and other invertebrates. To survey mammals, we will use two different motion-triggered (trail) camera set ups per yard, with one being placed in a bin with a small hole and bait to photograph small mammals and the second being placed on a tree or post to capture the larger mammals. In some yards, we would also like to place a sound recorder with microphone that collects ultrasonic noise at night, in order to capture bat calls. These devices would be set up for one week. We will also do a quick inventory of bird songs and calls at the same time as we set up and take down equipment.
Aside from mammals and birds, we are also interested in surveying for ants and possibly other invertebrates in the yard. Ant surveys would likely be in person with an undergraduate student and take approximately an hour or may use small cups in the ground to capture ants over two days. Other invertebrates may be surveyed using small net emergence traps.
 For this summer, our focus will be on these basic surveys, coupled with training undergraduates in how to engage in research. In the future, we are interested in repeating surveys across seasons and potentially expanding the types of species we measure. However, there is no requirement to continue long term in the project after our one week survey this summer.
 Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any additional questions; we are happy to talk with you more about the work. If, however, you are interested in participate, let us know and we can schedule a time to come by, meet you, and set up our monitoring equipment.
 Looking forward to working with you,
Signature
Dr. Christopher Lepczyk and Dr. Jean Fantle-Lepczyk 



Tuscany Hills HOA President Jeff Denney
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